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Announcing the 24th Annual Laura Ingalls Wilder Days Celebration 
This year’s event falls on September 13 & 14, 20014 

 

Pepin, Wisconsin: Laura Ingalls Wilder Days is held each year in Pepin, Wisconsin during the 

second full weekend in September; this year’s event falls on September 13 & 14, 2014. The 

festival has the distinction of taking place near Laura’s birthplace and some of the activities are 

held at a reconstructed log cabin built on land owned by Charles & Caroline Ingalls (Pa & Ma). 

Located seven miles north of Pepin on County Road CC, a shuttle bus runs from the Laura 

Ingalls Wilder Park to the cabin during the event. The cabin marks her birthplace in 1887 and her 

home as a child which she recounted in her first book, Little House in the Big Woods. 
 

Among the many activities taking place is a Laura Contest where girls, ages eight through 

eleven, compete to determine who most closely identifies with Laura. This is not a ‘look-alike’ 

contest though contestants dress in “Prairie girl” attire representing the 1867-1875 period and are 

asked questions pertaining to Laura’s first two books.  
 

Also included in the festival; a Spelling Bee, Fiddle Contest (in honor of Pa), Quilt Show, and a 

Square Dance. There are Traditional Craft artisans demonstrating everything from pottery and 

chair making to blacksmithing and weaving. There is candle-making, flint knapping, and spoon 

and bowl carving (and much more). Saturday evening features more live music and a Candlelight 

Demonstration of many of these traditional crafts. 
 

Most of the activities take place in the village park between Elm and Washington Streets, along 

Highway 35 (3rd Street). The Traditional Craft area is just a block away, the Laura Museum is 

within five blocks and the Little House Cabin is seven miles out of town (on County CC). 
 

Most of the activities are free of charge (though financial donations and volunteers are welcome 

to keep things running smoothly). A number of area businesses and organizations help to offset 

the costs associated with the festival. The best source for a list of all events (including a schedule 

of times and locations) is: www.LauraDays.org. We can be contacted through the website or by 

phone (715-255-0718). 
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